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PETITION TO OBTAIN ORIGINAL UNSEALED 

UNREDACTED BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 PACKET 

 
 

Read the enclosed instructions carefully before filling out your forms. The attached forms 
should be typed or completed in blue or black ink, neatly and clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material prepared and/or distributed by the Superior Court Clerk’s Office is intended 
for informational and educational purposes ONLY. Such material is NOT intended to be 
and IT IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE as to your specific case. It is not intended to take the 
place of competent legal advice from an attorney. You are strongly advised to seek the 
advice of a licensed attorney before starting or completing your case in order to 
protect valuable legal rights that you may have and of which you may be unaware of. 
Please contact a competent attorney of your choice. The Clerk’s Office cannot give 
legal advice.  
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INFORMATION SHEET FOR PETITION TO OBTAIN ORIGINAL 

UNSEALED/UNREDACTED BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 
 

(This Petition is to only be used if your adoption was a Step Parent or Adult Adoption) 
 
FILING FEE:  

There is no fee if the case number is known.  If the case number is not known, there will be a 
$15.00 index search for case number. You must complete form “MAD-JUV-001 Request for 
Records Search” if the case number is not known. 
 
The following must be provided if copies are requested by mail: 

 A check made payable to “Madera Superior Court.”  Print your Driver’s License 
number and expiration date on the check.  Print “Not to exceed $30.00” in the lover 
left-hand corner in the memo line of your check.  If the amount submitted is not 
sufficient to cover the costs, the Court will contact you by mail or phone to obtain the 
correct amount. 

 
FORMS:  

• MAD-JUV-009: Petition to Obtain Original Unsealed/Unredacted Birth Certificate 
• MAD-JUV-010: Order to Obtain Original Unsealed/Un-Redacted Birth Certificate 
• VS-111: Application for Certified Copy of Birth Record 

 

COPIES:  
Make One (1) copy of each of the above forms after you complete them. 
 

FILING:  
All forms must be typewritten or printed in blue or black ink. 
(California Rules of Court, Rule 2.100-2.119) 
 
You may drop off your documents in person or you may mail your documents to: 
 

Madera Superior Court- Juvenile Division 
200 South G Street 
Madera, CA  93637 
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PROCESS:  
1. File an original and 1 copy of the “MAD-JUV-009: Petition to Obtain Original 
Unsealed/Unredacted Birth Certificate” and “MAD-JUV-010: Order to Obtain Original 
Unsealed/Un-Redacted Birth Certificate”. 
 
2. Petitioner must provide proper identification, such as a driver’s license or an identification 
card with a picture.  If information is requested through the mail, a notarized signature will 
suffice as identification. 
 

• The legal clerk will forward your Petition to the Judge.   
 

• If your Petition is granted the legal clerk will provide you with a certified copy of the 
MAD-JUV-0010: Order to Obtain Original Unsealed/Un-Redacted Birth Certificate” 
 

• Thereafter, to obtain a copy of your pre-adoption birth certificate, you must provide the 
certified copy of the Order and the “VS-111: Application for Certified Copy of Birth 
Record,” which is attached, and the required fee to Vital Records. 

 
3. If the court chooses to not grant the request, he will mark the order not granted.  
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ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, state bar number, and address): 
 

      

 
 
 
TELEPHONE NO:        FAX NO.:       
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional):       
ATTORNEY FOR (Name):        

FOR COURT USE ONLY 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF MADERA 
Juvenile Division 
200 South G Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

 

In the Matter of the Petition of Adoption of:       
 

 
 
 

PETITION TO OBTAIN ORIGINAL UNSEALED/UNREDACTED BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE  

 

CASE NUMBER: 
      

(This Petition is to only be used if your adoption was a Step Parent or Adult Adoption) 
 
I am the Petitioner and submit the following: 
 
1. My name is:                                           . 

2. My mailing address is:                           .  

3. My residence address is:                                           County of:                     .               

4. My telephone number is:                   .     

5. My birth date is:                                  . 

6. I am now       years old. 

7. Relationship to adoptee/adoptive parents: ________________________________ 

8. I am informed that an adoption proceeding related to                                     (adoptee) was completed in 

the County of Madera, on or about                      by                                                              (adopting 

parents). 

 

10.  I request the court to order the Office of Vital Records, Department of Health Services to unseal the 

original birth certificate of the above referenced adoptee, on which the names of the birth parents are stated. 

 
Explain in detail all reasons for your request. Attach additional pages if necessary.   
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11. Attached is a copy of a government issued current photographic identification card of the petitioner. 
 
 
Date:    

   (Signature of Petitioner) 

VERIFICATION 
 
I am the petitioner in the above matter.  I have read this petition and I know and understand what it states.  I 
declare that the petition is true based upon my own personal knowledge, except as to those matters where it is 
stated to be based upon my information and belief, and as to those matters, I believe them to be true. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct. 
 
Date:    

   (Signature of Petitioner) 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA • COUNTY OF MADERA 

Juvenile Department 
200 South G Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

(559) 416-5580 

FOR COURT USE ONLY 
 

 
In the Matter of the Petition of Adoption of: 
 
      

 
ORDER ON PETITION TO OBTAIN ORIGINAL 

UNSEALED/UNREDACTED BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 

CASE NUMBER: 
      

 
The Court, having reviewed the verified petition and record find that good and compelling cause exists now 
makes the following ORDER:    
 

 PETITION IS GRANTED and that the Bureau of Vital Statistics shall furnish Petitioner, with a copy of the 
original birth record. (upon payment of any fees required by law) 
 

 PETITION IS DENIED The Petitioner has not presented facts sufficient for the court to find good and 
compelling cause to grant the request. 
 

 OTHER: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SO ORDERED. 
 
 
 
Date:          
 HONORABLE JUDGE  
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